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SUBJECT:  "CUHTAIH  CALLS."     Infornation  from  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations, 

u.s.D.;. 

— ooOOoo — 

At  one  tine  or  sjiother  every  horisewife  buys  window  curtains.     Curtains  are 
of  the  staple  household  fabrics  like  towels  vxid.  sheets,    'Bvery  hone  uses  then, 
ind  stores  in  every  connunity  sell  then.    Yet  "bu^'^ing  curtains  is  no  easy  natter,  as 
every  experienced  housewife  knoi^ys. 

Just  think  hack  to  the  last  tine  you  -  bought  ciirtains.     Do  you  recall  the 
■  .d  of  curtains  you  wanted,  and  what  you  wanted  to  paj/  for  then?    Were  you  satisfie 
"ii  ^7hat  you  finally  bought?     Do  you  renenber  qualities  you  wanted — qualities  like 
^-3t  color  aiid  non- shrinkage?     Did  you  have  any  trouble  getting  those  qualities? 
If  you've  run  into  difficulties  in  bu;'ing  curtains,  you'll  be  especially 
'.erested  in  what  hone  econonists  at  the  I.-issouri  Ikperinent  Station  have  recently 
-  -rned  about  wonen' s  wants  in  windov;  curtains.     The  llissouri  exports  believe  that 
".en  would  hrve  less  trouble  in  shopping  for  curtains  if  nanuf acturers  and  stores 

more  about  what  the  average  woman  wants  in  curtains.     And  they  also  believe 
-at  individual  housewives  would  benefit  by  iniowing  how  other  v/onen  buy  curtains, 
they  questioned  sone  16  hundred  llissouri  housev/ives  as  to  their  cur  tain- buj'ing 
-Its.    ..iost  of  these  16  hundred  housewives  had  kept  house  10  years,  often  nore, 
-■i  had  bought  curtains  frequently,     Sone  of  then  lived  on  fams,   sonc  lived  in 
■^1  towns,  and  sone  in  cities.     So  they  nade  a  pretty  good  picture  of  the  average 
■•"^ewifc. 

Here's  v/hat  the  llissouri  invcstif.ator  s  learned  about  curtains  fron  tlii  s 
•^88-section  of  housewives. 
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They  learned  that  more  v/oncn  biiy  their  curtains  readynadc  than  nako  then  at 
home.    More  women  in  cities  iDioy  readynade  curtains  than  women  in  snail  towns  and  on 
fams.     The  women  who  "bought  their  curtains  readynade  gave  3  main  reasons  for  it. 
They  said  the  designs  and  colors  of  readynade  curtains  are  more  attractive;  ready- 
aade  curtains  have  nore  style  than  honenade  curtains;  and  readynade  curtains  aave 
tine.    The  housewives  who  nade  their  own  curtains  said  they  did  it  hccause  they 
could  save  money,  or  "because  they  could  fit  their  windows  "better  if  they  made  the 
curtains  themselves. 

You'll  he  interested  in  what  these  housewives  reported  about  the  price  they 
paid  for  curtains.     Those  who  ho\:ight  read5.'raade  curtains  said  the  average  cost  per 
window  was  less  than  a  dollar  50.     Both  city  and  rural  housewives  said  they  spent 
^  Dore  for  living  rooni  ctu-t^-iins  than  for  "bedroom  curtains.     For  the  bedroom  most  of 
them  spent  around  a  dollar  a  window  for  curtains.     In  general,  city  housewives  spent 
nore  for  curtains  all  over  their  houses  than  riiral  housewives.    Women  who  nade  their 
ovrn  curtains  averaged  less  than  50  cents  a  yard  for  living  room  curtains  and  less 
■■"■sn  25  cents  a  yard  for  "bedroom  curtains. 

How  about  curtain  fi"bers  and  fabrics.     Cotton  was  "by  far  the  most  popular 
-er  for  curtains,    i.Iore  than  3  out  of  4  of  these  housewives  said  they  used  cotton 
■  all  windows.    Next  to  cotton,   they  used  ra^'on  and  cotton  nixtures  nost.  Rayon 
'-od  third.    They  used  it  nost  in  living  roon  curtains,     But  the  fact  that  these 
t^ers  get  the  nost  use  apparently  is  no  proof  thc.t  housewives  like  then  "best.  Over 
the  housev/ivcs  in  snail  towns  and  on  farms  said  they  would  have  preferred  other 
-erials  if  they  could  have  afforded  then, 

As  for  curtain  fabrics,  n?xquisettc  v/a,s  nost  often  listed  for  both  hedroon 
■■-living  roon  curtains.     Next  to  narquisctte,  lace  was  nost  popular  for  the  living 
^'^0  with  net  ranking  third.     For  the  "bedroon,   dotted  swiss  curtains  ranked  second 
°^<l\iisette  in  popularity  with  voile  coming  third.     Here  again  the  fabrics 


appear  to  have  been  more  popular  for  their  moderate  cost  than  for  the  satisfaction 
they  gave.     At  lerst  a  third  of  the  women  said  they  would  have  made  other  choices 
if  they  had  had  more  money  to  spend. 

You  ma^r  loe  wondering  what  color  and  style  curtains  the  average  woman  likes. 
According  to  this  I.Iinsouri  study,   she  prefers  for  her  living  room  ecru  or  crean 
color  curtains,  aiid  she  likes  plain  tailored  styles.     2ut  in  the  bedroom  she  likes 
plenty  of  color  and  ruffles.     About  half  the  women  said  they  had  plain  ecru  curtains 
in  their  living  room.     Only  one  out  of  10  used  figured  living  room  curtains,  or  any 
color  beside  ecru,  cre^  or  white.     5ut  in  the  bedroom,   the  majority  used  color,  and 
prints,  and  plenty  of  ruffles. 

As  for  txhe  qualities  that  women  want  in  curtains,  durability  and  attractive- 
stand  at  the  head  of  the  list.     But  if  women  have  to  choose  between  the  two, 
7  choose  durability.     Three-fourths  of  these  women  said  they  hixd  trouble  with 
^^ng  or  shrinkage.     So  they  want  dyes  that  won't  run  or  fade,  and  weaves  that 
■■-'t  shrink.     About  one  out  of  3  said  they  rlwe^-s  asked  for  preshrunk  curtains 
■-nthey  bought  readjaiade  curtains,  but,  even  so,   they  had  some  trouble  with 
^-"^nkage.    Host  of  then  agreed  that  they  would  pay  more  if  they  could  be  sure  of 
""^shrurk  fabric.     They  would  also  pay  more  for  fast  color. 

►      Well,  here  arc  a  few  facts  that  car.:c  to  light  when  Missouri  housewives  re- 
-•ted  tiieir  curtain  wants. 

P      Perhaps  these  facts  will  give  you  some  help  when  you  next  biiy  curtains. 
■  shope  they'll  also  help  stores  and  manufacturers  to  supply  you  with  the  kind 
■  c^tains  you  want. 


